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ICPD25 Commitment: Maternal Health and Rights

For 65 years, FIGO has collaborated with the world's top health bodies to work towards the
improvement of women's health and rights globally.

At the Nairobi Summit, we share our commitment to intensifying efforts for the full,
effective and accelerated implementation and funding of the ICPD Programme of Action,
Key Actions for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action of the ICPD and
Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development.

FIGO will support achievement of universal access to sexual and reproductive
health as a part of universal health coverage (UHC) by striving for:

Zero preventable maternal deaths, and maternal morbidities, such as obstetric fistulas, by,
inter alia, integrating a comprehensive approach of the essential sexual and reproductive
health package, including measures for preventing and avoiding unsafe abortions, and
post-abortion care, into national UHC strategies, policies and programmes, and to protect
and ensure all individuals’ right to bodily integrity and autonomy, and to provide access to
essential services in support of this right.

Despite great progression over the past twenty-five years, there is still a huge unfinished
agenda in women's health where FIGO is able to continue to strengthen, improve, monitor
and audit global efforts to ensure that no-one is left behind.

FIGO commits to work with our 132 National Member Societies to:

o Address maternal mortality and morbidity, including complications caused by postpartum
haemorrhage, pre-eclampsia and eclampsia, and unsafe abortion which are the leading
cause of death for adolescent girls in low-income countries, where 99 percent of maternal
deaths occur

« close the global obstetric fistula treatment gap. Training more fistula surgeons and
multidisciplinary teams to provide life-transforming care — recently achieving 10,000 fistula
repair surgeries

o Work through six FIGO National Member Societies to institutionalise the provision of
postpartum family planning services into routine maternity care, training community
midwives, health workers, doctors and delivery unit staff in the effort to institutionalise the
practice in the antenatal period

« Raise the capacity of ten FIGO National Member Societies to enable them lead their own
national level advocacy on safe abortion to the extent permitted by law in their respective
countries

« Strengthen the profession of obstetrics and gynecology, and by immediate extension, the
quality of care available to women and girls on a global scale

« Advocate at the global level for universal health coverage

The hopes, dreams and expectations of the 1994 ICPD in Cairo have not yet been fully
achieved. Universal access to SRHR is one of the corner-stones of population and
development programmes, and there remains a large, unfinished agenda.
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FIGO has worked tirelessly for 65 years to mobilise health professionals to deal effectively
with the current and future challenges to health and to take joint actions to build stronger
and sustainable quality health care towards achieving universal health coverage.

About FIGO
FIGO is a professional organisation that brings together obstetrical and gynecological
associations from all over the world.

FIGO’s vision is that women of the world achieve the highest possible standards of physical,
mental, reproductive and sexual health and wellbeing throughout their lives. We lead on global
programme activities, with a particular focus on sub-Saharan Africa and South East Asia.

FIGO advocates on a global stage, especially in relation to the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) pertaining to reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health and
non-communicable diseases (SDG3). We also work to raise the status of women and enable
their active participation to achieve their reproductive and sexual rights, including addressing
FGM and gender based violence (SDG5).

We also provide education and training for our Member Societies and build capacities of those
from low-resource countries through strengthening leadership, good practice and promotion of
policy dialogues.

FIGO is in official relations with the World Health Organization (WHO) and a consultative
status with the United Nations (UN).
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