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The Red Line Initiative: a joint call to draw a 
red line to end conflict-related sexual violence 
June 2023 

Together, the International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics (FIGO) and the Dr. Denis 
Mukwege Foundation have published a joint editorial in the International Journal of Gynecology 
and Obstetrics (IJGO).1 Authored by Dr Denis Mukwege and Dr Jeanne Conry, the article calls on 
health professionals to speak out and join the campaign to end the use of sexual violence as a 
weapon of war. 

FIGO and the Mukwege Foundation recognise that decades of work have been put into efforts 
seeking to end conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV) and that a great deal of important progress 
has been made.2 Despite these efforts, CRSV continues to be widespread and systematic in many 
conflicts: it causes horrific devastation to survivors, their families and communities and harm 
lasting over generations. From the Democratic Republic of Congo, Colombia, Nepal, Libya, Iraq, 
Myanmar and Ethiopia to Ukraine, the unavoidable reality is that CRSV continues to be accepted 
by too many as an unfortunate, but unpreventable, part of armed conflict. It is time to create a 
movement to demand change, and to build and sustain the moral imperative on states to act. 

Creating focused action 
The Mukwege Foundation has been hard at work translating Dr Mukwege’s call to draw a red line 
against CRSV into a concrete agenda to change the current unacceptable status quo. The Red 
Line Initiative was born from these efforts.3 

The Red Line Initiative aims to create focused action needed to address this systemic problem and 
to establish a clear legal framework for strong and timely action by. It has three core aims: 

• Evoke a clear moral rejection and outcry against the use of CRSV in all its forms, including as 
a method of warfare. 

• Strengthen and clarify the legal obligations on states to prohibit the use of sexual violence in 
conflict, prevent and punish it, as well as to repair the harms it causes. 

• Build political will to ensure a more robust and timely response by states in line with their 
international obligations. 

The Red Line Initiative is rooted in the belief that CRSV represents a violation of our shared 
humanity that must be prioritised as a wholly unacceptable tactic that has no place in modern 
warfare. 

Effecting change as health care professionals 
The responsibility of health professionals – who confront the scourge of CRSV – must go beyond 
repairing the consequences of these heinous crimes on the bodies of women and girls. Therefore, 
FIGO and the Mukwege Foundation are calling for bold and new thinking to finally put an end to 
the wholly unacceptable use of sexual violence as a weapon of war. 

http://www.figo.org/
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The plea is borne out of a deep frustration with the decades-long failure of the international 
community to realise its commitments to put an end to the use of CRSV and the continued horrific 
devastation and damage that CRSV causes to survivors and society as a whole. 

The importance of addressing this issue comprehensively cannot be overstated. CRSV destroys 
family ties, communities and social norms. It inflicts harm over generations – for example through 
HIV transmission, the rejection of children born of rape, and collective psychological trauma.4,5,6 In 
some conflicts, 90% of the rapes are gang rapes, often in public or in front of family members, and 
the use of objects or weapons to rape is routine, resulting in injuries that are rarely seen outside 
the context of conflict.7,8 

Drawing a red line: our call to action 
It is time to evoke the international outcry that conflict-related sexual violence deserves and to 
mobilise the global community to act.  

As health care professionals, obstetricians and gynaecologists see first-hand the severe and often 
lifelong negative health consequences caused by wartime sexual violence.  

Together, FIGO and the Mukwege Foundation call on members of the public health community – 
particularly obstetricians and gynaecologists – to come together in this fight. The voice of OBGYNs 
is needed, alongside those of survivors.9 The expertise of OBGYNs is needed. Together, it will be 
possible to achieve concrete, meaningful change so that war is no longer waged through the use of 
sexual violence. 
 

Read the full article in the International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics to 
find out more about the Red Line Initiative and to answer the call to action. 
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About our organisations 

FIGO 
FIGO is a professional organisation that brings together more than 130 obstetrical and 
gynaecological associations from all over the world. FIGO’s vision is that women of the world 
achieve the highest possible standards of physical, mental, reproductive and sexual health and 
wellbeing throughout their lives. We lead on global programme activities, with a particular focus on 
sub-Saharan Africa and South East Asia. 

FIGO advocates on a global stage, especially in relation to the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) pertaining to reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health and non-
communicable diseases (SDG3). We also work to raise the status of women and enable their 
active participation to achieve their reproductive and sexual rights, including addressing female-
genital mutilation (FGM) and gender-based violence (SDG5). 

communications@figo.org  |  +44 (0)7383 025 731 
  

Dr. Denis Mukwege Foundation  
The Dr. Denis Mukwege Foundation supports survivors’ demands for a world where sexual 
violence as a weapon of war is no longer tolerated, and bears consequences for individual 
perpetrators and states. The Foundation works for a future where survivors receive the holistic 
care and compensation they need to rebuild their lives. The Foundation creates opportunities for 
survivors to speak out and be heard, and where they can organise to create change, influence 
policies, and demand justice and accountability. 

The Mukwege Foundation is working towards a future where sexual violence in conflict is no longer 
seen as inevitable, but is recognised for what it is: a crime that should have consequences. The 
Foundation wants the international community to draw a line against wartime sexual violence and 
to hold states and individuals accountable. 

info@mukwegefoundation.org  |  +31 6 16209560 
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